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The Distress of the Hedonism of Love

——Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit on the
Gestalt of consciousness of Goethe’s Faust

Chih-Sheng Yang
Abstract

In “Pleasure and Necessity”, part of “The Actualization of
Rational Self-consciousness through Its Own Activity” in the
chapter “Reason” in Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit, the
consciousness enters the Gestalt of “hedonism of love”. Hegel
discusses this with reference to Goethe’s Faust, the First Part.
Hegel says that the pleasure of love has a positive and a negative
significance. The positive significance is that it opens up the
inter-consciousness. This is a turning point that consciousness
becomes spirit. The negative significance is that the relationship
focusing on the inter-consciousness of the lovers is isolated from
the whole world of inter-consciousness, i.e., the social world.
When the consciousness tries to prevent this conflict, it must
reconcile with the social world, and then it leaves this Gestalt of
consciousness.

Keywords: Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, Consciousness,

Hedonism, Love, Goethe, Faust
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