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On Tan Jun-yi’s Studies of
L ao-tzu’s Philosophy

Chen, De-He
Abstract

Professor Tan Jun-yi is one of the foremost contemporary
neo-Confucians. His interpretations of Lao-tzu’ s philosophy are to be
found mainly in his work, The Original Discourse on Chinese Philosophy.
The present paper purports to refer to the work for offering a comprehen-
sive and reflectiveinvestigation into Tan’ sstudies of Lao-tzu.

The paper begins with an examination of Tan’ s approach to Lao-tzu’ s
philosophy. Then, by means of a hermeneutic enquiry it shows that Tan
actually views the development of Lao-tzu’ s school through * a historical
horizon’, which helps to reveal the multiplicity and abundance of
Lao-tzu’ s philosophy. Finally, the paper contends that Tan' s explanation
of Lao-tzu’' s key concept * Tao' is the most representative among those
who set forth an objective realistic interpretation of the concept. This
contention, to be sure, lands us in the dispute concerning the subjectivistic
vis-&-vis objectivistic interpretations of the concept. So, the subjectivistic
stance is aso tentatively adopted for questioning and examining Tan' s
explanation with a view to evoking probable re-interpretations of

Lao-tzu’ sthoughts.
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