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Philosophical Characteristic of “Negative
Speculation”
— A Research on Socrates, Lao Tzu, and Hegel

Cheng, Noa-Lan
Abstract

Sometimes, philosopher can take various kinds of argument to bring
forth their philosophy, parts of it implies obviousy the  negative
speculation  This study examines the different attribution between
Socrates, Lao Tzu, and Hegel. It argues that, what calls Socratic
Elenchus is apparently only a method for philosophical discussion except
the thought itself. It isthe most simple and uncomplicated one in structure.
For Lao Tzu negative speculation is an expedient to express the
universal principle of Tao It combines both of arguing and theory. In
Hegel, he has the most complex structure and form by  negative
speculation  Complete coherent method and thought, a strong dialectics
has showed up. In general speaking, there are kinds of similar and
different aspects between Socrates, Lao Tzu, and Hegel.

Keywords: negative speculation, Socrates, Lao Tzu, Hegel, dialectics,

contradiction
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