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God asthe Ultimate Referent of Languag
-Ramanuja on the Sayability of Divine Reality

Ho, Chien-Hsing

Abstract
Ramanuja (c. 1075-1140) was the founder of the Hindu

philosophical school known as Viwistadvaita Vedanta. For him brahman
as the ultimate reality is a personal God, responsible for the creation,
maintenance and destruction of the world. Unlike many mystical-minded
thinkers including Wavkara of the Advaita Vedanta school, Ramanuja
averred that God can be directly and properly expressed in words. He
even claimed that God is the ultimate referent of words like ‘man’,
‘squirrel’, ‘tree’, ‘stone’, and so forth.

Based on Ramanuja’s three main works, i.e., Vedartha Savgraha,
 hasya and Gitabhasya, the present paper seeks to investigate into his
philosophical-theological thought concerning the issue of God-talk. We
shall especially attempt to reveal the reasons behind Ramanuja’s claim
that God is the ultimate referent of thing-referring words.

Keywords: brahman, God, referent, mode of reference, mind-body

relationship.





