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A Study of “Ming”
in Mencius and Chuang Tzu

Chen, Cheng-Yang

Abstract
This paper proceeds along three topics. First, we explain the

meanings of “Ming” in Mencius Philosophy. In the view of Mencius, the
conception of "Ming(ﬁb”)" is not only used to describe the predetermined
limit of life, but also to express a critical point of time about doing the
right things. Second, we explore the conception of "Ming" in Chuang
Tzu's Philosophy. Then we point out Chuang Tzu's reflections on "Ming"
and the possibility of finding peace within it. Finally, we compare the
conception of "Ming" between Mencius and Chuang Tzu's philosophy.
With all this, we wish all these explorations could show the rich content

of their thought.

Key Terms : Heaven, Fate, Life and Death, Tao, The transformation of
things



