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On the Contrast of the Confucian Theory
and its Praxis

Chen, Jen-Kuen

Abstract

Those modern Confucian scholars, without exception, make an
effort to reinterpret the traditional Chinese philosophy. To understand and
interpret the traditional Confucianism is one of the basic works for us to
study and develop Chinese philosophy.

The author of this article concentrates his main ideas on three steps.
At first, he tries to understand the doctrines of Confucius on the basis of
The Analects ( ) . The second, he progresses along the different
definitions of those terms: ‘ Confucian’ ( ), ‘Confucian studies ( )
and ‘Confucianism’ ( Jwhich discussed in several papers of some
scholars in the present age. The third, by making an alusion to Jurgen
Habermas'idea of the contrast of atheory and its praxis, the author tries to
congtitute the dialectically dynamic connection between the Confucian
classical text and historical change. And according to this connection , the
author wishes the Confucian Theory and its Praxis could be spreaded
deeply and lively.

Key terms:Confucian, Confucian theory, Confucian praxis, theory, praxis
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