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The monadologyin Husserl’s
phenomenology
- Husserl’s reception and transformation
of Leibniz’s concept of “monad”
Lo, Lee-Chun
Abstract

In his theory of monadology, Husserl takes over on the one hand
Leibniz’s concept of “monad”. On the other hand, based on his idea of the
primordial reduction to the whole life of the transcendental subject, he
transforms the essential structure of monad and of the monadic world and
constitutes his monadology in accordance with the transcendental phe-
nomenological ideas.

In this article, I aim at showing the reception of Leibniz’s concept of
monad in Husserl’s thought as well as Husserl’s transformation of the
monadology. There are three main focuses in my research:

Firstly, I will investigate the reason why Husserl, beside “the tran-
scendental subject”, must use the concept of “monad” to describe the re-
flective “I”” in the phenomenology.

Secondly, I intend to explain how Husserl’s thesis, that monad does
have windows, unlock the close system of Leibniz’s monad.

Finally, by tracing the rational lawfulness of the constitution of the
monadic world in Husserl’s thought, I intend to show that it is the lack of
the idea of “preestablished harmony” which demarcates the difference
between Husserl and Leibniz.

Keywords : monadology; monad; the transcendental phenomenology; the

transcendental subject; Leib; preestablished harmony



