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The Interpretation of
Wang Yang-Ming’s“Ba-ben Sai-yuan”
—His Critiques and Ideals of
Human Civilization

U, Tzu-Ching

Abstract

Wang Yang-Ming’s philosophy, the so-called “Wang School”,
reached the peak in the history of Chinese philosophy. Just like Zhu-Tzu’s
philosophy, it is widely considered as one of the model teachings in
Confucianism, and has a status compatible with Buddhism and Taoism.
Most of the scholars today, however, only pay attention to Wang’s moral
metaphysics but rarely his doctrine on social cultures. In his doctrine of
“Ba-ben Sai-yuan”(* ), Wang discusses the root problems
of human culture and expresses his thoughts for building an ideal society
as an attempt to lift human conscience. I consider “Ba-ben Sai-yuan” a
work that does not only help us to investigate modern culture and
education but also reveals the blind spots of them. In this paper, I intend
to provide a thorough reading of that masterpiece. It starts with an
introduction of the goals of the article and is followed by an interpretation
of the work which unfolds Wang’s social ideas and his critiques of human
civilization, and extends the significance to date with a particular focus on

social institutions and educational policies. Then, I discuss the basis of his
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doctrine which highlights the key points in his article, so that his ideas

may provide a guideline for modern society.

Key words: Wang Yang-Ming “Ba-ben
Sai-yuan” ren , gewu zhizhi ,critiques

of human civilization, education of whole humanities



