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The Practical Theory of Chu-Hsi
— Through the Approach of the
I nter pretation of the Classics

Dub, Bau-Ruei

Abstract

The discussion of this article is going to focus on the issue of the practical
theory of the Neo-Confucian Master Chu-Hsi. The author suggests that
the study of the Chu-Hsi practical theory should be separated from the
study of his metaphysical theory. Generally speaking, the academic circle
always criticize Chu-Hsi practical theory as losing the powerful will to
purifying one’s mind. Actualy it is not true. There are two different kinds
of mistakes here. First, when Chu-Hsi discuss the metaphysical theory, he
is of course not at the same time talking about the issue of the practical
theory but doing the ontological speculation focusing on the analyzing of
the definition of the concept of the beings. Second, when Chu-Hsi
discusses the practical theory, he is at the same time doing the classic
interpretation, and in the interpretation of the book of The Great Learning
thereis a specia kind of practical theory which is about the process of the
practical stepsinstead of the fundamental meaning of the practical activity.
Accordingly, the author will illustrate what the theory of practiceisin the

interpretations of the classics by Chu-Hs through The Great Learning;
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Mencius, The Doctrine of Mean. In his interpretation of The Great
Learning, he concerns about the issue of the process of the practical steps.
Suggesting which is for offering a common way of self-cultivation to
everyone, and make people to reach the position of Sage step by step. In
the Mencius, he concerns about the issue of the fundamental meaning of
the moral training. Suggesting which is requesting for the loosing heart
and is equal to purifying one’'s mind. This idea should be based on the
presupposition of the good human nature. In The Doctrine of the Mean,
he uses both the above concerns to interpret it. Through the above
analyzing the misunderstanding of the Chu-Hsi practical theory could be

corrected.

Keywords Chu-Hsi, practical theory, The Great Learning, Mencius,
The Doctrine of Mean.



