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The Inheritance and Exploration to Mencius
Human Nature Theory from Zhang zai

Chen, Cheng-Yang
Abstract

Being as one of the representatives of the Confucianism renaissance in
Northern Song dynasty, Zhang-zai adopted and exalted the Human Nature
Theory belonged to Mencius. Forward studies emphasized on how he
inherited Mencius' theory, but neglected differences between them. In
this article, therefore, we take forward studies as base; furthermore, we
probe Zhang-zai's theory and discover what he had inherited and
developed Mencius' theory. Three steps to discuss this point are as
below: Firgt, to state Mencius' Human Nature Theory; second, to discuss
how Zhang-zai re-interpreted Human Nature Theory via Qi theme; third,
to discover differences of Human Nature Theory between Mencius and

Zhang-zai.

Keywords: Nature of heaven and earth, Natural disposition, One refrains
his natural mind and then can know his nature, Unity of the heaven and

man.



