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Heidegger’s Being-in-the-world and the Pre-Chin

Confucian Concept of the ‘“‘Heaven-man’ Unity
Wing-Wah Chan

Abstract

This essay tries to demonstrate that the holistic structure in Heidegger’s
Being-in-the-world may serve as a horizon from which a satisfactory
interpretation of the pre-Chin Confucian concept, the “Heaven-man” unity,
may be reasonably obtained. I first show the two major connotations of
“Heaven” in Confucianism. It means both the ultimate reality on the one
hand and “things in the world” on the other hand. Again, man by the
Confucian definition is primarily a moral agent. Accordingly the unity of
Heaven and man is a unity composed of three elements: the ultimate
reality, man, and things in the world. I then point out that the Heideggerian
concept of Being-in-the-world is a unitary phenomenon that is also formed
by three elements: Being, man and entities. However Heidegger in his
interpretation of Being-in-the-world advocates the priority of relation to
substance. I then attempt to take the priority of relation as the foundation
of the appropriate horizon, which is able to provide a comprehensive
understanding for the seemly mysterious and notoriously ambiguous
Confucian concept, the “Heaven-man” unity.

Keywords: pre-Chin Confucianism, Heidegger, Heaven-man unity,

Being-in-the-world





