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Hermeneutic significance of Reflections on
Things at Hand (Jinsilu)

Wei-chieh Lin

Abstract:

This paper deals with three text forms of Jinsilu (Reflections on Things at
Hand) and treats of their hermeneutic significance. They are selection,
exegesis and translation. Selection is a product selected from original
massive texts. Exegesis is an interpretation for some unclear paragraphs of
text. And translation can be seen as a transfer post, by which foreign words
will be translated into familiar language. These three forms have a
common task which lets a text be more understandable and available. And
they also show three onto-hermeneutic characters in process of fulfill of
this task, which are “transformation from means to end”, “freedom of

unfreedom” and “overcoming of foreignness.”

Keywords: selection, exegesis, translation, ladder, freedom, foreignness



