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The Separation Concept in Levinas

Shin-yun Wang

Abstract

This essay aims at a discussion on separation conception which Levinas
has in his book Totality and Infinity specified. In general, the separation
would not be considered as one independent entity, or something which
possesses his own attributes; it simply denotes some relationships which
subordinate themselves to the several separated objects. But, considering
this from the point of view of the whole contexts in the philosophy of
Levinas, the separation actually signifies one important movement in
which the subject moves itself from fundamental ontology to ethics. In the
first part of this essay, through the reflection on il y a, we can confirm that
escape denotes one first important motivation of moving away from
ontology. Bearing such motivation and attracted by the second important
motive from the Otherthe separation could eventually build some
“metaphysical space or distance’, in which the movement of metaphysics
becomes first possibile. So as the metaphysics denotes the transitional
phase between fundamental ontology and ethics, this essay will try to
show the separaion having concretize the transitional movement from the
escape in the first phase to the movement of transcendence and
substitution in the late phase of Levinas philosophy.

Key Word: separation ~ escape ~ hypostase ~ il y a ~ ethics



