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On the Problem of Alienness in the

Hermeneutical Theories

Hsuan-Erh Chen

Abstact

Current discussions on the problem of alienness (Fremdheit) as well as
intercultural understanding in hermeneutics focus mostly on Gadamer’s
point of view. As aresult, the diversity of hermeneutical theories and their
completely different philosophical trends are badly overseen. This article
ventures to make clear the different meanings of “the problem of
alienness’ in the tradition of hermeneutics. Beginning with an analysis on
the problem of alienness as “a general problem of understanding” by
Schleiermacher and Dilthey, we then discuss how this problem was
dissolved through the “ ontological turn of hermeneutics’ by Heidegger. As
afinal step, | will show how this general problem was transformed into a
special problem of “alienation from tradition” (Verfremdung der Tradition)
and “depreciation of tradition” (Entmachtung der Traditon) in Gadamer.

Keywords: Hermeneutics, Alienness, Schleiermacher, Dilthey, Heidegger,
Gadamer, Alienation.



