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On “Internal Benevolence and
External Righteousness” of

Guodian bamboo Six virtue

Chun-Chih Hsieh®

Abstract

The virtues of Guodian bamboo Six virtue about moral practice is
concerning with realms that from family to society and country. According
to the practical principle of mourning of “internal benevolence and
external righteousness’, Guodian bamboo Six virtue states how to practice
funeral rite between home, society and country, and express the moral
meaning. Therefore, my thesis explores two aspects. First, demonstrating
the “internal benevolence and external righteousness’ of Guodian bamboo
Six virtue is not the Gao-Zi's conception. Second, bamboo text illustrates
the “internal benevolence and external righteousness’ as principle of
practice funeral, and comprises mutual relationship of ethics and rite, my
study point out that context imply the possibility of immanent morality.
My notions could be comprehended by compare with the “Mourning for
Three Years’ of Confucius, Mencius and Xun-Zi. Conclusion of thesisis
that moral norms of the “internal benevolence and external righteousness’
explain Family relation more important than social relation.

Keyword : Guodian Bamboo, Six Virtues, Internal Benevolence and
External Righteousness, Funeral Rite, Mourning for Three
Years, Practical Principle, Moral Norms
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