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Deconstructing the Taiwanese Image in Japanese Femae Travelers

Narratives since 1990’s : Excess and Absence

Shwu-Wen CHIOU

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to deconstruct the Taiwanese image in Japanese
female travelers narratives since 1990’'s. This study compares five different image
sources and disclosed three elements that influence the Taiwanese images in Japanese
travel narratives; they are overwhelming tourism images, power structure in the “tired
Japanese, healing Taiwan’ image, and the absence of certain tourism images. It is
concluded in the (1) Underlying the Taiwanese image in Japanese female travelers
narratives are complicated power structures such as tourism capitalism, Orientalism,
state apparatus and patriarchism. They limit Japanese female travelers' activities in
Taiwan and their narratives afterwards. It seems that female travelers could only choose
from the courses offered by travel agencies or promoted by the media. This
phenomenon is especialy true in the metropolitan areas like Taipei, the capital city of
Taiwan. (2)Boththetravel agenciesin the guest society( Japan )and the state apparatus
in the host society ( Taiwan) appeal to the “tired Japanese, healing Taiwan” image in
such away that the image of Taiwan is created to serve only one purpose—the Japanese
female travelers' needs in hospitality, comfort and obedience, and thus reinforce the
unequal consumption and gazing relationship between the Japanese and other Asians.

(3) Theimages of mountain-climbing, railway, heritage, architecture, colonialism and
history seldom appeare in Japanese female travelers' narratives. The lacking of these
certain images could be from the patriarchism control over female travelers. The control
is so overwhelming that these female travelers dare not explore dominances outside the

system, and they therefore will only travel in safe and limited areas.

Keywords : Japanese femae traveler, women's travel narratives, tourism image,

tourism capitalism, Orientalism.
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