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Rebuilding the Balance of Threat
Theory and Taiwan’s China Policy
1993~2008

Shih-yueh Yang

(Assistant Professor, Department of International Studies, Nanhua University )

Abstract

The article aims to revitalize the development and implementation of the
balance of threat theory. The article provides a rebuild theory and tests it with
Taiwan’s China policy from 1993 to 2008. The article argues that, balancing is
a reaction to the increase of threat and depends on the level of threatening
capability, geographical location, and the relative strength. Then, whether a
state balances or not depends on the number and strength of states share the
same policy preference. In the testing, the article finds that, China's
threatening capability increases to a level that Taiwan can no longer balance
alone. However, Taiwan is so close to China, and states share the same policy
preference with Taiwan is limited and relatively weak: South Korea, Vietnam,
Laos, and Thailand. Thus, the rebuild theory predicts that Taiwan will turn
from balancing to non-balancing after 2004. This is supported by Taiwan's
actual deed.

Keywords: Theory of International Relations, Balance of Threat Theory,
Missile Threat, China Policy
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