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China-Japan Energy Game:

A Geo- political and Geo- economic
Perspective on Competition-
Cooperation

Chiu, Chao-Hsien

(Assistant Professor, Department of International Studies, Nanhua University)

Abstract

When China remains growing in economic development and
approaches to world market, it aggressively seeks oversea energy to meet
its domestic demands. More significantly, as China substituted for Japan as
the second world oil importer, its potential for an energy threat leads the
international community to calculate that Beijing’'s energy diplomacy has
an impact on energy supply and security in the world. Furthermore, Japan’'s
role amid China’s rivals in energy game is drawn attention throughout for
their entanglements over territorial disputes, a history complex, energy
consumption and security strategy. This paper draws on the perspective of
geo-politics and geo-economics to examine the motivations for — and
behavior involved with — seeking energy security. This geo-political and
geo-economic approach considers economic interests, power politics and
energy competition between China and Japan; meanwhile, both might
achieve their energy security through cooperative agreements or regimes to
avoid conflicts.

Keywords: Energy Diplomacy, Geo-politics and Geo-economics, Energy
Security, Cooperative Regime
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