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Public Dialogue of the Area
Development of the Old Mountain Line
at the Sanyi Township in Miaoli County

Tai-jing Li"

Abstract

The Old Mountain Line of the Taiwan Railway System discontinued from
September 23, 1998. Since then, the remaining tracks and the retired station of
views of hills and creeks, the technological achievements of traditional
construction, and the collective memory of the passengers have attracted
tourists to visit. This paper explores the relationship between public needs and
policy planning at the local level in Taiwan in general, and Miaoli politics in
particular. The paper argues that the voice from the grass-rootsis asking to seek
the retired Line as a cultural asset, and to re-use it for the purposes of historical
and environmental education and tourism. The author views the content and the
environmental change of the public dialogue as a text/context diagram in order
to examine the formation of a public policy. The paper also discuses the
structure of the dialogue between the government and the local society, the
meanings of the content , and the significance of continuity and change of the

participants of the dialogue during the past ten years.

Keywords: public dialogue, unbalanced dialogue, the Old Mountain Line,

Sheng-hsing Station.
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