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Spain’s Policy and Achievement
in the European Union

Chung-Hung Cho’
Abstract

From the historical point of view, the Process of entry for Spain
was long and difficult. Its first steps being taken in 1962, but the
request was refused because of the EC’s attitude to the dictatorship of
Franco. In 1970, a preferential agreement was reached between Spain
and European Community (EC). The agreement was based on
reciprocity and designed to a custom union. After the death of Franco
in 1975, Spain applied again for full membership of EC and, finally,
entered the family in 1986.

The accession to EC signifies the end of Spain’sisolation and its
return to mainstream Europe. Spain not only succeeded in becoming a
key player in the EC, but also entirely reshaped its external relations
policies. This article examines the Spain’'s policy in the European
Union (EU), above all, in the cases of EU enlargement and
Constitutional debates. The context is divided into three parts: the first
part refers the reorientation of the Spain”s foreign policy interests
during its democratization, namely the shift from an isolationist policy
line to a greater focus on the European politic and economic context.

Secondly, Spain’s standpoint and achievement in the case of the EU

“ Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of European Studies, Tamkang University.
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fifth enlargement will be analyzed. The third part discusses the EU
Constitution from the Spain’s viewpoint in Rome intergovernmental

conference in 2003.

Key words: Spain; European Union; Economic and Monetary Union;

EU Eastern Enlargement; EU Constitution



