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Strategies of the European Integration after the EU
Enlargement

Chih-ming Chung”
Abstract

After the end of the Cold War, there were quite divergent
opinions regarding best strategy towards European Integration. In
order to avoid the deadlock of the integration, some suggested ideas of
“graduated integration” or “multi-speed Europe”. According to it’s
central argument, a smaller group of Member States committed to
Europe is in a position to forward integration on specific policy fields.
It bears, nevertheless, the risk that the Union will split into strong and
weak groups in the EC/EU and the impacts as well as the

consequences of this integration method are difficult to predict.

The next step of European Integration will not only influence
politics and economy of Europe in the future, but also cause a lot of
uncertainties in the process. This article is divided into four main parts
to discuss the different scenarios on the future of the European
Integration. Firstly, it will find out flexible approaches which were
adopted in the daily life of the European Community/Union in the past.
Secondly, those approaches of European integration from political and

academic areas will be explained briefly. It will then analyze the

* Assistant Professor, Institute of European Affairs, Nanhua University.
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flexibility provisions and the “enhanced cooperation” in the Treaty on
European Union, and the restrictions in the EU Constitution Treaty.
Finally, it will make comments on various strategies and approaches

of the integration.

Key words: European Community, European Union, Graduated

Integration, Core Europe, Enhanced Cooperation
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