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The Game of Adventuring Self-identity in the

Cyberspace

Hou-ming Huang

Assistant Professor, National Cheng-chi University

The problematic of self-identity is gaining more and more attention in the
information age. But most researches cannot catch the main characteristic of the
internet, so as to misrecognize anonymity as the fundation of understanding the
interpersonal relations among netizens. This paper asserts that netizens use the ability
of the internet, that is, both disconnecting and connecting, to hide themselves and at
the same time to present themselves. By so doing, they join the game of adventuring
their self-identities in the virtual community. Therefore, pseudonymity, instead of
anonymity, is more heuristic to describe the self-identities of netizens. We utilize
Goffman’s dramaturgical frame of analysis of human interaction to comment on it.
And we coin the concept of interaction between illusion as the keyword to analyze the
game. Moreover, the concept of game used by Bourdieu as the metaphor of the field
of social world is helpful for us to clarify the intertwining between the real and the
virtual, too. We insist that there is the translation of power and resources between
these two fields. Besides, the gender facor is still affecting the way how netizens treat

each other.

Keywords : self-identity, internet, interaction between illusion, pseudonymity/
anonymity, connect/disconnect, absence/presence, intertwining

between the real and the virtual



