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Discourse Analysis on Indigenous Education:

Perspective from 4 Texts

Lin, Wen Lien
Taipei County Pali Elementary School

Considerable discourses on indigenous education emerged after mid 1990’s.This
author took the discourses as “social artifacts” to reveal its social implications. This
author addressed directly on the subject of indigenous education in order to
understand the reason of its emergence.

This study found that the discourses are basically expressed in two different
ways: one is “education of remote area”; the other is “multicultural education”. The
former evaluated education with urban standards, and the objective of education is to
catch up the level of the urban. The later emphasized cultural difference, and
criticized the ideology of assimilation for its harm on indigenous culture.

Multicultural education was the mainstream among these discourses. And the
phenomenon is pretty relevant to Taiwan’s national formation for identity. This kind
of multiculturalism in the discourses is actually “conservative multiculturalism”, and
the “diversity” emphasized is just a guise of ideology for assimilation. This kind of

discourse just provides an ideological base for Taiwan’s national formation.

Keywords:  indigenous education, discourse, education for remote area,

multicultural education, multiculturalism.



