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State Formation and Hegemonizing
Chinese School
Curricula in Singapore and Hong Kong,
1945 to 1965

Ting-Hong Wong

Assistant Professor, Institute of Sociology, Nan-hwa University

Abstract

Using the concepts of hegemony and state formation, this paper
compares Chinese school curriculum reforms in postwar Singapore and
Hong Kong. Before WWII, Chinese schools in both Singapore and
Hong Kong followed the curriculum of the Nationalist government in
China and spread China-centered worldview. After the war, Singapore
launched the process of decolonization, the ruling regime sought to
construct a Singapore-oriented identity and integrate the local Chinese
with other ethnic communities. As a result, the government was eager
to dilute the cultural distinctiveness of the Chinese people, it reformed
curriculum of Chinese school by the strategy of de-Sinicization. This
approach, perceived as a conspiracy to destroy Chinese culture, provoked
tough opposition from the Chinese community. In postwar Hong Kong,
ruling elites of the colonial regime wished to curb the influences from
Beijing and Taipei—two rival Chinese governments—on Chinese schools
in local setting. However, as Hong Kong was basically a monoracial
Chinese society, actions of the government were not circumscribed by
pressure from other racial group. As a result, the government reformed
Chinese schools by the strategy of de-nationalization, which means
incorporating Chinese culture as part of the official curriculum and
remaking it into a form that helps consolidate colonial rule.

Keywords : state theory,hegemony, curriculum reform,Singapore,Hong
kong



