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On the “Emancipation of Knowledge”

of Community University:
Searching for an Epistemological Explanation

Hung-Jeng Tsal
Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Sociology,
Nan-hwa University

Abstract

The basic idea of Taiwanese community universities is
“emancipation of knowledge as the way toward civil society.” Its final
concern is to promote everlasting reform in Taiwan. In the first section of
this article, I rephrase the mainstream explanation of emancipation of
knowledge, in which a principle of knowledge classification, “packaged
knowledge” wversus “living knowledge”, is lay out. The essential
charateristic for the automony of a civil society is then discussed in the
second section in order to clarify what kind of knowldege is necessary for
an autonomous civil society. In the third section, I explore the difficulties
within the distinction of “packaged knowledge” versus “living
knowledge” in an epistemological context in terms of the objectivity and
validity of scientfic knowledge. The fourth section then turns to resovling
these difficulties by applying the Polanyian concept of tacit knowing. I
argue that this revision will aovid the peril of determinism of logical
positivism and subjectivism of Kuhnian paradigm and thus provide a
heuristic theoretical starting point to bridge the emancipation of
knowledge and the establishment of civil society. The fifth section
explains the proper knowledge for community universities is not to create
the alternative knowledge different from academic knowledge, but
making use of academic knowledge to accomplish their public concern.
In the sixth section, I discuss this epistemological solution will help to
define the orientation of Taiwanese community university and therefore
throw light on some current debates for the operation of community
university.

Keywords. knowledge emancipation, civil society, public deliberation,
tacit knowing



