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Abstract

“Experience of surprise” has long been regarded by the classicd
Western socia thinkers as a concept with the notion of nascent state
inspired by a spirit of Dionysus passion in which “exception” and
“Innovation” are two core characteristics designated. In contrast, the
concept of “structure” implies* routinization” and “tradition”. With the
concept of “ structure” in mind as a key concept to illuminate the notion of
society as a whole, most of the Western sociologists take the position of
strongman by emphasizing the domain of production to articulate the
concept of “surprise’ (* big surprise” in particular) in which the process of
routinization in a non-everyday-life form of institutionalization is focused.
Yet, today what we are facing is a dtuation in which the domain of
consumption becomes much more crucia as well as significant than the
process of production to ordinary people. In the daily routine life, surprise
Is presented as a small, instant, drifting experience particularly through
the various channels of advertisement. It is thus more significant to pay
an attention to the issue with regard to how an ordinary person standing at
a weak position exercises his skills of manipulation in reaction to the
causal functioning from socia structure. As a result, “sdf-cultivation”
turns out as a crucial concept deserved to be elaborated with.

Key words: surprise, self-cultivation, structure, exception,
routinization



