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An Action Research on Parent-teacher
Cooper ation between Elementary
School Tearchersand a Foreign Mother

Ni-We &

Master, Insititute of Sociology of Education, Nan-hwa University

Abstract

This paper attempts to devise some multi-culture curriculum that
involves the parent-teacher cooperation in order to shorten the distance
between foreign mothers, local fathers, students and teachers with on-site
activities. The case study is on a second-year class in one elementary
school. The mother of one student in this class is Indonesian. The
multi-culture curriculum was conducted during the first semester of the
second year and in concurrent with other subjects with ten sessions. Five
out of these ten sessions invited the parents to take part so that teachers
could work together with the parents.

The research concludes the following: (1) A three-win situation
among students, parents and teachers can be created with the
parent-teacher cooperation. However, teachers have to take more
initiatives. (2) Foreign parents learn to resolve misunderstandings through
frequent contacts and interactions. However, this research activity did not
influence much to the Indonesia mother. (3) Multi-culture curriculum hasa
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positive impact to children. It is a necessity given the population structure
of Taiwan. Therefore, this research suggests the following: (1) Teachers
may gradually step up the parent-teacher cooperation by inviting more
parentsto get involved. (2) With the participation of intermarriage families,
the school and the class can further help foreign parents to integrate into
the Tawanese life via the parent-teacher cooperation. (3) Schools may
beef up their multi-culture education content with flexible curriculum and
by adopting multi-culture teaching materials. The next steps will be to
enhance the content and depth of the teaching materials year by year so that
the education does not only reach out to the children of intermarriages, but
also to the foreign mothers so that they can be part of the education process
of their children.

Key Words Foreign Spouses, parent-teacher cooperation, multicultural
education, action research



