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The differentials of 358 cities and
county’s death rates for suicide In
Taiwan, 1996-2005

Chia-fen Yang Hsiang-pingWang Ching-li Yang

Master of Graduate Associate Professor, Professor, Department
Institute of Department of Health of Applied Sociology,
Sociology, Nan-hwa Administration Nan-hwa University
University Hungkuang Unversity
Abstract

This paper attempts to explore the effects of structural and individual
factors, in aggregate measures, on the death rates for suicide in Taiwan.
We used registered cause-specific death records, surveys for manpower
and census to analysis the differentials of 358 cities and county’s death
rates for suicide in a period of 10 years, from 1996 to 2005. We firstly
constructed sex-age-specific unemployment rate, sex-age-specific
employment growth rate, sex-age-specific divorce rate, by city and
county, to be the indicators of individual factors, and proportion of
primary occupation, proportion of non-schooling persons among 15-17
years people, proportion of living alone, infant and child mortality rate,
and dependent rate, by city and county as well, to be the indicators of
community factors. A multiple-regression model is employed to analysis
how these factors affect the city and county’s sex-age-specific death rates
for suicide. The results show that community indicators capture more
variance of the city and county’s death rate for suicide than individual
indicators do. Among the community indicator, the proportion of infant

and child mortality rate is the most important one because it is always



22 YR D)

A.Jl{

significant in any models. Among the individual indicator, economical
change (“unemployment rate”, “employment growth rate”) is the major
effect factor and is highly related to the middle age people.

Key words : City and county’s death rates for suicide, Individual
indicators, Community indicators, Multiple-regression



