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The Marginalisation of Immigrant Family

at Preschool Stage

Yu-ching Yeh

Associate Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education,

National Chiayi University

ABSTRACT

According to the governmental statistics in Taiwan, the young
children from immigrant family enrolled in kindergartens amounted to
13,477 in 2007. At the same year, 32,374 children from immigrant family
enrolled in the nursery schools. Among these, foreign spouse’s children
at public nurseries achieved 23.2%, compared to 8.3% at private ones. In
recent years, the Department of Education adopted early intervention
policy to encourage foreign spouse’s children to enter public nursery
schools. However, this would compress the opportunity of other young

children.

The immigrant family is marginalized to the extent which they are
excluded from the school management and policy decision. Language
appears to be the most difficult obstacle for immigrant parents to
communicate with school teachers. Furthermore they do not have
sufficient information about how the school system work and the ‘proper’

way to interact with school members.

The multicultural curriculum at nursery school emphasizes dominant

cultures represented by the USA and European countries. It ignored the




122
fact that nursery school children’s foreign parents come from South-East

The curriculum reflects what is perceived as

S P (4 1)
7 ] L

Asian countries and China.
‘valuable’ or ‘important’ school knowledge in society.

Keywords: nursery education, marginalization, education policy,
parental participation, nursery curriculum

uli



	(4-4-1)葉郁菁中文摘要final-20091022.pdf
	(4-4-2)葉郁菁 edited-final20091022.pdf

