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Abstract

The purpose of teacher professional development is to improve
students’ performance. Consistent and high-quality professional
development will enhance teachers’ quality and improve their teaching.
The professional development programs which most of the teachers like to
participate are graduate school programs; however, researches rarely
explore the causal mechanism affecting teachers’ participation in graduate
school programs. Therefore, the research is to analyze casual mechanism
affecting teachers’ participation in graduate school programs by path
analysis. This research is based on junior high school teacher in Taitung
from “Taitung Educational Panel Survey” conducted in 2005. The

findings of this research are as follows:

1. In Taitung, the percentage of teachers’ participation in graduate school
programs is 24.2%. The percentage of teachers with graduate degrees

in Taitung(16.5%) is almost the same as the percentage in Taiwan /s
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(16.9%).

2. Higher internal locus of control and job satisfaction the teachers have,
more opportunities to participate in graduate school programs they have.
Higher principals’ considerate leadership the teachers recognize, less

opportunities to participate in graduate school programs they have.

3. The opportunities of aboriginal teachers to participate in graduate school
programs are equal to Han teachers. After aboriginals got teaching
positions, their educational opportunities to participate in graduate

school programs are equal to Han.

Keywords: graduate school programs, job satisfaction, locus of control,
principal considerate leadership, teacher professional

development
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