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The Humble Educator: The Critical Review of
Educational Courage and Wisdom of Paulo Freire

Yang Wang, Chiou Rong

Professor, Institute of Sociology of Education, Nanhua University

Abstract

This paper attempts to review the concepts and the ways of discourse
about the courage and wisdoms for education critically based on the

writings of Paulo Freire. These writings are as follows:

1. Pedagogy of the Oppressed

2. Cultura action for freedom.

3. Education for critical consciousness.

4. Pedagogy of freedom: ethic, democracy and civic courage.

5. Teachers as culture workers: the letters to those who dare teach.

Concept analysis and critical Hermeneutics are used to review the
books mentioned above critically. First of al, it analyzes the concepts of
the challenges of life reality and the learning together among teachers and
students. Secondly, humanized education goal - the courage and wisdom
for education are reviewed critically. Thirdly, inter-subjectivity, courage
and wisdom for educational freedom and practice are proposed. Finaly,
al reviewed concepts and their discourse ways are criticized according to

the dialectic context of modernity and post-modernity.

It is recommended that distorted social norms are the priority needsto g~
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be criticized, then the limits of the critical dialogue education is necessary
to be awarded by the teachers, especially the teachers must face the utopia
of the dialogue education. Teachers should take action as a creative
innovator for culture development with the courage and wisdoms of
teaching based on the criteria of love, authenticy, humanity, courage,

forgiveness, joyness and creation.

Key words: Paulo Freire, educational courage, educational wisdom
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