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Media Construction: Coverage
examples of MDMA

ABSTRACT

Frequently mentioned in the field of social crimes, showbiz,
medicare, and art, the term “MDMA” (Head-shaking Pills) has currently
prevailed in our society. Since Yu-wen Ho, an actress, was under arrest
because of having carried MDMA, this issue has become in the limelight.

Aimed at (1) an understanding of societal construction reflected
in news coverage of MDMA, (2) how media have reported related issues,
and (3) how the image of MDMA has been formed and represented, my
research adopts content analysis and discourse analysis to scrutinize
follow-ups reported by the China Times, United dairy News, the Liberty
Times, and Min sheng dairy since Yu-wen Ho case.

The conclusion drawn by the research is divided as follows. In
terms of showbiz news, most Yu-wen Ho follow-ups, with only one
hundred to two hundred words mentioning about her unfinished case on
the MDMA trial, focus on Ho’s effort to better her image. That means
this issue has gradually lost its appeal. In terms of news about social
crimes, the MDMA cases are usually described in a way of opposite
dualism between teenager subcultures and social norms so that the
illegality of MDMA taking are reassured to enhance existing social order.
As to medicare news, usually quoting from professional channels with
resort to fear, MDMA is explained in every detail, including how terrible
if taken and its side effects, to call on people for staying away from it.

Key words: content analysis ~ teenager ~ construction - MDMA -~

discourse analysis
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