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The Development of Theories in Western Thought

and its Meanings

Hsiao-Yung Wang"

{ Abstract )

Social movement research has long been influenced by sociology. Sociological
movement research, focusing on macro and historical level, can not isolate the
communicative and persuasive component of social movements. This paper argues
that social movements are rhetorical nature because movements are carried forward
through language, both verbal and nonverbal, in strategic forms that bring about
identification of individuals with the movements. This paper first re-reads and
introduces the theoretical development of rhetorical criticism of social movements
from 50s to 80s in America, and rethinks its relevance for the study of social
movements furthermore. Based on the research framework, this paper presents four
important findings, that is rhetorical criticism of social movements: (1) supplies the
theoretical resources to solve the problem of definition about sociological movement
research; (2) faces the complexity within the process of social movements squarely; (3)
keeps near to the specialty of social movements; and (4) constructs a theory to analyze
how social movements have invoked identification and why. This paper ends with
suggestions for potential research directions of social movements in sociology and
communication field in the future.

Keywords: discourse, dramatism, hermeneutics, rhetoric,social movement research,

sociology
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