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TV Literature Drama” Painting Soul”
Visual aesthetics, Cultural codes and
Gender construction.

Pei-Chun Chen Daniel T.H. Chao

Abstract

This paper adopts textual analysis, taking  Painting Soul — a literature drama of
Public Broadcasting System — as research case. It analyzes gender images, power
relationships and social constructions of gender with three dimensions including visual
aesthetics, characters, and dialogues. Based on the theoretical perspectives of visual
aesthetics, narration theory, psychoanalysis, and feminism, this research demonstrates
sexuality in the literature drama.

The research results could be concluded to three parts: gender images the
characters represented, gender images and power relationships aesthetically
represented, and plots analysis. It shows that, males in traditional society were often
portrayed dominant, nevertheless, he could be a victim in the patriarchal system and
pays the higher price to maintain his privilege. On the contrary, the female in
traditional society keeps her role expectation, and seems to manage to have developed
several resistant strategies. Yet resistant strategies proposed by the female might not

set her free, but strengthen the control of patriarchal ideology.

Keywords Construction and Representation, Gender, Literature Drama, Painting

Soul |, Visual Aesthetics
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