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SEEKING UNITY IN DIFFERENCES
OR SEEKING CONVERGENCE
WHILE RESERVING DIFFERENCES?
- PROBING AND
CONCEPTUALIZING
‘“IDENTIFICATION’ WITH THE
PERSPECTIVE OF RHETORIC

Kai-Ming Tsao

{ Abstract)

This article employs the perspective of rhetoric to scrutinize the identification
issue. Through combining Kenneth Burke’s concept of identification and
Bakhtin’s theory of dialogism that identifies the *aesthetic moment’, the author
intends to lay emphasis on the possibility of attaining consubstantiality via human
interaction or discourses. Thus, the communication can actively penetrate the
superficial issues. It indicates that the exchange of symbols can dismantle the
barrier of interpersonal relationship and cultural bearings, reshaping the
identification readily agreed amongst interlocutors upon the moment of discourse.

Meanwhile, it paves the road for a further communication of positive responses.

Keywords: aesthetic moment, consubstantiality, dialogic, division, Identification
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