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A Study on “The Spirit of Love”
Malaysian Chinese Audiences’
Impression towards Taiwan Society

Hooi-Tian Teoh, Wen-Hung Lin

{ Abstract)

Under the globalization media research, this research was developed to treat about
the effect of drama text interaction between the developing countries, and it shaped
what type of ethnic familiarity and the overall society’s impression. The object of this
research was “The Spirit of Love’, a drama in Southern Fujian language which
produced by the Formosa TV, Taiwan. According the observation to news and web
forum, under the influence of this drama, it brought in more and more similar dramas
and first led the Taiwanese Southern Fujian language drama to be popular in Malaysia.
“The Spirit of Love” broadcasted since September, 2004 in the channel of Formosa TV,
yield high rating in Taiwan based on local rating research. Moreover it aso received
good response among the Chinese society during the broadcast in channel AEC,
Malaysia. The core of this research was to investigate what is the impression towards
Taiwan society by Malaysian Chinese audience and non-audience in the diffuse effects
on perceptions that are shaped over an involvement of exposure to media messages,
which the drama narratives mainly accentuated on the subjective value of money,

traditional family and political agenda.
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The main theory used in this research is the Social Judgment Theory, developed
by Muzafer Sherif, auxiliary theory is the Schemas Theory derived from the Social
Cognition field. We used online survey for the overseas survey purpose, investigated
the particular socia schemas of Malaysian Chinese audiences, compared the
involvement level of receiving the messages from the drama and focused our study on
the impression towards Taiwan between the audience and non-audience. In the depth
discussion, the perspectives for value of financial, traditional  family and political
agenda from “The Spirit of Love” were the three parts of test subjects, due to the
involvement level of messages receiving constructed the diversity for the impression
towards Taiwan; further, we analyzed the changes for the latitude of acceptance,
refection and non-commitment. Ultimately, this research worked out with some
discovery during the process of research and brought up the limitations and suggestions
against the Chinese audience research, to contribute as a reference and introspection

for the following researcher.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese, Online Survey, Social Cognition, Social Judgment
Theory, Schemas Theory, “ The Spirit of Love”
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