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Examining the Mediating Effects of Consumption
Habit in Online Auction and Life Styles on the
Consumer Decision-Making Styles among College
Students: An Application for Consumption
Education Strategy

Lan-Chin, Hwu Hsiu-Chen, Tung
Dept Public Administration and Management = Tainan Municipal Wun-yuan
National University of Tainan Elementary School
Abstract

With the rapid expansion of commercial usage on Internet and the
popularity of broadband telecommunication, the usage of online auction
rises rapidly. It has changed the traditional ways of doing business
transaction and price setting. Among others, college students become
the main consumers online and are seen to develop a new consumption

culture. This study employed “consumption behavior in online auction

(13 13

and “life style “ as mediator variables to explore how background
variables affect consumers’ decision-making styles. A questionnaire
survey was conducted in this study and stratified random sampling
method was used to collect data from 1,353 college students among 15
private and public universities. The statistical methods, such as factor
analysis, multiple regressions and intervening effect analysis were used.
The research found that two intervening variables adopted in the study
accounted for great amount in explaining the model of consumer’s
decision-making styles. The results can be applied to the fields of

consumption educational practice and academic research in the future.

Keywords: intervening effect, life style, online auction, consumer
decision making style



