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Development of Environmental M ovement and Perfor mance of

Environmental Organizationsin Germany

Chia-Jung Chou
Ming-ReaKao

Abstract

The success of German environmental movement is highly claimed by the academics
that it is the main force to put forward critical environmenta polices, as well as promote
environmental awareness in the German society. Rootes (2003) points that German
environmental movement is characteristic of full development, variety, and institutionalization
with well-established organizations and experienced personnel. This course of German
environmental movement deserves to be learned and reflected for Taiwan's environmental
movement. This study, through literature review and interviews, describes the progress of
environmental movement and the performance and structure of environmental organizations
in Germany. Starting from the mid-late 19™" century, natural conservation movement persisted,
and in 1980s, converged the post-WWII environmental protection initiatives toward German
modern environmental movement. Reacting to and interacting with the political Corporatism,
German environmental movement and organizations turned into institutionalization and
professiondlization. In addition, from the perspective of political ingtitutions, this study
demonstrates how the external context of political opportunity structure influences the
performance of environmental movement as well as the growth of environmental
organizations.

Keywords: Environmental movement, environmental organizations, political opportunity
structure, political institutions, and Germany
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