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Problem Structuring by Strategic Assumption-making:
The Case of the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant dispute

Ning Chang
Assistant Professor, Department of Business Administration, 1-Shou

University

Abstract

After experiencing the standdown of the building construction, an interpretation
of the Constitutional Court, return-to-work, and the issue about the referendum, the
Fourth Nuclear Power Plant has been facing the issue of nuclear-free. Certainly, in
terms of the environment and politics, the case of the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant
Dispute is highly complicated. It is an ill-structured policy problem, and appropriate
construction is required. This study attempted to use Strategic Assumption-making to
structure problems of the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant. By the phases, containing
stakeholder generation, assumptions specification, dialectic debate, assumptions
integration, and composite strategy creation, the hidden values inside those who are
for the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant and those who are against it can be revealed. By
doing so, we can understand this existing dispute correctly. In order to understand the
pros and cons of Strategic Assumption-making to a further extent, we compare several
common techniques of group decision making with Strategic Assumption-making. We
hope this can be used as a reference when we are finding a solution to issues about

important policies in the future.

Keywords: the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant, group decision making, Strategic

Assumption-making, problem structuring.
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