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How to look at art?To analyze art by using Theodor Adorno and Walter
Benjamin’s “Culture Industry” Theory
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Abstract

When the viewers face so-called "art", will they consider the art itself or think about the social image provided by
the author? Will the interaction between the artistic creation and the viewers be a cycle of relationship? Are artists
creating work of art to express their own ideas, or are they creating the consumers’ needs of art? In this essay, we
collect the complete exposition of Adorno and Benjamin, analyze Adorno's criticism to the cultural industry, and
compare the similarities and differences between Benjamin and Adorno’s theory, then review art’s aesthetics

positioning from its self-discipline and others-discipline.
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