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Music Instruments in Museum Exhibition—
A Case Analysis of Two Exhibitions
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Abstract
The introduction of ethnomusicology instigates a renewal in the approaches for music instrument exhibition.
Contrast to traditional exhibit method that emphasizes only on displaying artifacts, it is advocated that different
exhibit methods should be utilized in order to narrow the gap between audience expectation and museum education.
Extant research in this field is still in the theoretical phase and empirical study is still lacking. This paper investigates
two cases on music instrument exhibition and proposes several possible directions for future exhibit research and
practice. Several dimensions are included: what instruments are displayed; how are they displayed, described and

classified. Other methods that are used to facilitate museum visit such as audio device and exhibit guide are

discussed.
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