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A Study of the Importance of “Trees” in Chinese Landscape

Painting
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Abstract

According to ancient Chinese literature written, “Tree, is as a symbol of the hair and the
clothes worn by the mountains.” Tree is an important factor and theme in Chinese landscape
paintings, and Mother Nature as the base of tree’s shape, but not totally copying from the
identified tree. Then, through painter’s brush, trees not only express diversity with the artist’s
abundant feelings, adding the visual function with glamour and spirit, but also enrich endless
aesthetic situation.

Documentation, comparison, induction and analysis were used as the main tools in this study.
Firstly, where the implication and evolvement of Chinese landscape paintings were organized,
followed by a description of the meanings and trendy philosophy of trees. Moreover,
tree-related essays were abstracted from the Chinese paintings and poems by generations;
finally, in a systematic method to analyze the role and layout of trees , with subject, objective
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or decorative parts, visual leading, or balancing ratio, the importance of trees in Chinese
landscape paintings is obviously appeared.

Keyword: trees, landscape paintings, visual aesthetics
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