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ABSTRACT

Towards the end of the 19th Century, the West was swept up in a craze for
“Primitive Art”. Gauguin was the most well known artist, finding refuge from
civilization in far away Tahiti where he painted the local natives. Picasso and
Matisse followed in his footsteps, drawing inspiration from the art of Africa in their
work. The fashion for “Primitive Art” spread East, and became a strong influence
on Japan as it underwent rapid Westernization during the Meiji Restoration.

With Japan taking control of Taiwan in 1895, the exotic native culture that
existed in this new colony attracted great interest from the Japanese government
and scholars. In response to the needs of the colonial administration, the Japanese
government dispatched scholars to investigate, research and record the nature of the
Taiwanese Aborigine people. As the Governor General of Taiwan conducted his
“Carrot and Stick” approach to pacifying Taiwan’s inhabitants, the scholars
conducted an “Investigation of Indigene Tribal Traditions” at the same time, leaving
behind large amounts of ethnographic records.

In art, the Japanese encouraged a “Local Style”, so depictions of Aborigines
began to appear in contemporary art as part of the prevailing fashion. This
Humanities faculty will explore the depiction of Aborigines in the Taiwanese art of
the Japanese Colonial Period, and seek to understand the causes of its popularity in
the contemporary art of that period. From this a body of reference can be built up

for use by researchers of art history.

Keywords: Japanese Colonial Period, Aborigines, Primitive Art, Imagery
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