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Karaoke and Social contradiction in China
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Abstract

This paper aims to examine the underlying social contradiction reflected in karaoke
consumption. Based on participant observations and ethnographic interviews in
three cities in China, the paper reveals that the KTV operators in China have
transformed the imported form of karaoke into one that mainly caters the middle and
upper class consumers and that is built upon the modernity of this socioeconomic
class. It means that youth have to consume a form of karaoke that does not match
their taste and modernity. Given the priority over the interest of the middle and
upper class, in the case of karaoke consumption, youth in China nowadays are

forced to learn and adapt to a different aesthetics that deviates from the youth culture.

keyword: karaoke, modernities, social contradiction, KTV
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