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Abstract

The initiative of this research project
starts from such doubts: why female body?
Why body matters(J. Butler)? why isit so
important to fight at the level of the body(H.
Haber)? why not return to the “essential
body’, instead, an urge to construct
“Imaginary bodies (M. Gatens)? All the
above feminists hold body/politics claim
arguing that what seemsto be "natural’ (or
neutral’) thing like body is nothing but a
cultural product. Their critical perspective,
influenced by Foucault’ s knowledge/power,
resultsin re-evaluating a set of opposite
terms(mind/body; reason/emotion;
theory/practice; public/private, etc.,), and
ends up reverting the priorities of the latter
terms over the former ones(L. McNay)

What | will propose in this project isto
show that the significance of the body has to
be investigated and elaborated from the
following five aspects, namely (1)from
critical aspect—the natural (given, biological)
body is attributed as “femaleness of body’



setting  against the "maleness of reason’ (G.

[loyd) the neutral mind/body distinction,

thus, reflects or parallels the division of

sexual labor; (2)from postmodern aspect—

subverting Cartesian opposition between [ ]
mind/body, reason/emation, theory/practice [
and spirit/matter, public/private, etc.,), and

challenging the priorities of the former terms

over latter set of terms(L. McNay); (3)from

epistemol ogical aspect—the substitute of

body as the starting point of knowledge for (flux)

the priority of the knowing subject making)
(consciousness, spirit, will), arguing a

knowledge-break or paradigm-shift from

justified true belief based on intentionality,

pure theory and rationality to “sociology of

knowledge’ based on embodied habitus,

practical sense, and social genesis of

cognitive concepts; (4)from political aspect-- ( )
-elaborating how body sustains and

reproduces social modes of domination and / /
explicating the genesis of docile bodies; ) )
finally (5)from ontological aspect---not

regarding body as something given, fixed and (speculum)

essential, instead  treating body as an end
product, embodied habitus, structured
structure, structuring structure(P. Bourdieu).
All and all, to reveal the five significant
aspects of the body isto link together
body/politics(Foucault), sociology of
knowledge(Bourdieu) and paradigm-shift
from the priority of mind to the priority of
body (Kuhn). Asaresult, | will conclude that,
seen from the advantage of thislinkage, bears

Foucault
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a strong case for feminists concept of body. I )
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