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Abstract

This paper aims to explore how Schelling’s writing about freedom influences Heidegger’s concept of
freedom. Just like Schelling, the later Heidegger regards freedom as a metaphysical principle. That isto
say, what involved in the phenomenon of freedom, is not only the human will or any subjective choice,
but also the problem related to the transcendent “Absolute” or “Being”. The key point lies in: How
could one discuss the fact of freedom in the all-embracing and everything-including metaphysical
system? Schelling makes the difference between God’s Ground and God’s Existence in the inside of
God, in order to expound the condition of possibility of evil and freedom via the identica and
dialectical relation between the two moments. This study further analyzes the possible influences
Schelling’s viewpoint in this book on Heidegger’s concept of freedom and the discrepancy between
them.

Keywords: Freedom, System, God’s Ground, God’s Existence, Evil
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M etaphysical Freedom:

The Influence of Schelling’s Writing about Freedom on Heidegger’s
Concept of Freedom

Sun, Yun-Ping”
Abstract

This paper aims to explore how Schelling’s writing about freedom influences Heidegger’s concept of
freedom. Just like Schelling, the later Heidegger regards freedom as a metaphysical principle. That isto
say, what involved in the phenomenon of freedom, is not only the human will or any subjective choice,
but also the problem related to the transcendent “Absolute” or “Being”. The key point lies in: How
could one discuss the fact of freedom in the all-embracing and everything-including metaphysical
system? Schelling makes the difference between God’s Ground and God’s Existence in the inside of
God, in order to expound the condition of possibility of evil and freedom via the identica and
dialectical relation between the two moments. This study further analyzes the possible influences
Schelling’s viewpoint in this book on Heidegger’s concept of freedom and the discrepancy between
them.

Keywords: Freedom, System, God’s Ground, God’s Existence, Evil
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