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The Origin and Development of |slamic Education

in the Early Medieval Period —

from Hijra(622 C.E.)to the End of the Abbasid Dynasty (1258 C.E.)

Dr. Tsal Yuanlin
Chair, the Institute of Religious Studies, Nanhua University

Abstract
Keywords :
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Thisresearch is the extension and enlargement of my 2000 project about the
Chinese Muslim jing-tang education, to trace the origin of this education toward
medieval Islamic civilization, that is, the madrasa education in the historical context
of the Caliphate. This subject is divided into four parts: historical background, the
madrasa institution, classification of academic knowledge and methods of teaching
and learning.

The premise of this research is based upon works by the well-known scholar of
medieval Islamic education, George Makdisi. He claims that the madrasa aimed at
training gadi and fagih who specialized in Qur an, Hadithand Shari a. But the
hermeneutic problems of these religious texts resulted into the development of
methodol ogy, and then the establishment of the adab (literary arts) discipline.

The bibliographies cited in Makdisi’s books are my focus for collection and analysis.

The purpose of this research is to provide some materials for areflection on the
technocratic and secularist-humanist bias of modern education and on the nature and
spirit of the madrasa as an alternative to the secularist education. Religious groupsin
Taiwan are actively involving in educational and cultural enterprises and founding
many universities and seminaries. But the establishment of high education islimited
in the official ideology of secularism and unable to pay attention to the historical fact
of religious education as a spiritual drive to the progress of human civilization.
Through studying the medieval religious education, we could think how to combine
religious tradition with the spirit of modern civilization for the reformation of high
education.
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