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Brahma in Buddhism

—Inquiry into the Problems of Buddhist Hermeneutics —

Abstract

This paper will make a survey on early Buddhist cannons which concerned with
the concept of Brahma, and show how this Brahmanism ’s main teaching reflected and
interpreted in Buddhist view sights. We thereby make a preliminary inquiry into the
problems of Buddhist Hermeneutics, and illustrate that Buddhist intellectuals adopt
two attitudes toward Brahmanism ’s teaching. First, they appraise Brahmanism ’s
Brahma teaching as no perfection in a very critical way. Then they re novate and
replace Brahmanism’s Brahma concept with Buddhist meaning, and approve
Buddhism’s Brahma teaching as a good way to perfectly enlightenment. By
investigating the contrast between Buddhism and Brahmanism ’s Brahma concept, we
can clearly and easily perceive the purpose of Buddhist Hermeneutics. In this
interpretation processing, Buddhist intellectuals use this tactic and mechanic to verify
Buddha’s teaching transcends Brahmanism’s teaching; and by purifying the meaning of
Brahma, Buddhism legally shows itself as a true successor of ancient Indian religion

tradition.

Keywords: 1. Brahma 2. Brahmanism 3. Buddhist Hermeneutics 4. Early
Buddhism 5. Interpretation
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Discourse Analysis of Samsara in Buddhism
Investigation by the Debate between Buddhist and Nihilistin Payasi Sutta

Lu, Kevin

Abstract

Although Buddhism accept Indian traditional heritage of samsara, but it also
criticize the heritage’s samsara view as Eternalism (sassatavada), and criticize the new
arising thinker’s non-samsara view as Annihilationism (ucchedavada), treat both as
incorrect teachings. In this case, how Buddhism apply Buddhist cannon ’s discourse
praxis to argue an d maintain the meaning of samsara in Buddhist way betwee n this set
of opposite views? This paper will try to discuss the problem initially, and focus on the
later one for reply.

First, we will make an outline on the background of pre -understanding of Indian
samsara views in Buddhism, and point out two main rival viewpoints need to  face
within processing of constructing the Buddhist meaning of samsara. One is the
Eternalist who approval samsara, and the other one is the annihilationist who holds
non-samsara. Then, we study Payasi sutta with discourse analysis to investigate how
Buddhist criticize annihilationist, and apply religion cannon’s discourse praxis to

complete and accomplish the purpose of apologetics. We also hereby disclose the value
hypothesis behind religion cannon.

Keywords: 1. Payasyi 2. Kumara Kassapa 3. Samsara 4. Annihilation
5. Discourse Analysis 6. Early Buddhism
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