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A study of media accessright exercised by
Mainland China newspaper readers

Who are exercising theright?
Raising what kind of issues?

< Abstract >

It has been awell-known fact that the op-ed pages of mainland China’s newspapers
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media agencies’ dedications toward the party and state orders, showing off
government policy achievements and, most important of all, as the party-state
authorities’ public opinion collection tools to enhance their regime’s legal status.
Since the 90s, major urbanite newspapers were using their newly created op-ed pages
to collecting opinions about public issues by individual readersin arow, and thus
creating a gathering momentum of practicing right to access the media by the general
public. How thorough were those practices and what impacts did they inflict upon the
whole system, we don’t see on this subject any academic study and official policies
review or analysis.

This study tries to understand what topics and frame theories were being raised and
used by those op-ed pages. Do those newly created op-ed pages really become public
issue discussion forums for mainland China readers aready? Do frames theories
hidden behind raised topics strong enough to manipulate public discussion directions?
Or isit areemergence of party-state opinion-leading framein disguise by way of a
pseudo democratic process? In other word, are there any possibilities that the
party-state authorities were cunningly using op-ed pages to defuse the public’s
gathering grunted pressures and thus enhancing their regime’s legality?

This study also tries to understand that, as a practice for media access right, were
those op-ed pages opened to all genera public on equal footing or the accessibility
were dictated by the reader’s avocation or societal status, that is, the higher status, the
more accessibilities? Have these op-ed pages become truly open public forums
encompassing al individual opinions regardliess their backgrounds, or were they just
privileged venting fields for some specific classes. And, by cross analyzing those
tossed-for-discussing topics and opinion writers, this study shall try to interpret what
kinds of topics were presented by those | etter-to-the-editors.

Key Words:
Mainland media, |etter-to-the-editors, the right to access media, media-access right
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