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European Integration at Risk?

The Right-Wing Populist Parties in Western Europe

80

Abstract

After the World War 11, the
European Integration was (and still is)
seen by political, economic and socia
elites as an effective way to promote
peace and welfare in this regiona area.
Gradually, through the construction and
the Common Policies of the European
Community/Union, political leaders wish
to cary out further national
modernization, social stability and
economic development. Many groups of
countries in the world aspired to imitate
this successful model of regional
integration.

From the mid-1980s, with the
deepening of the integration process, the
enlargement of the EC/EU and the
growing side effects of the globalization,
however, some people in Western
Europe — mostly based on personal
interests and the idea of direct
democracy — begin to doubt the
legitimacy of the politica and economic
integration that was pushed from above



downward. The right-wing populism rose
suddenly at this moment. It strengthens
the widespread bias and unease by
emotiona politica marketing. All those
important integration projects, such asthe
Common Market, the European Centra
Bank and the common currency which
weaken further the sovereignty of
nation-state, as well as the coming
EU-membership of Centra and East
European countries, were challenged by
the right-wing populist parties and
became highly controversial in public
debates. By means of these, the
right-wing populist parties have won
several elections at European, nationa
and/or local level.

In the past two decades, the
right-wing populists who try to disrupt
the process of Europeanization have
gained ground in almost every country in
Europe. This politicad development,
which deserves closer observations, has
thrown a huge shadow to the European
Integration in the future.

Keywords: right-wing populist party;
elites; European Union; European
Integration; globalization
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